                                                                                                                                              1
                                                                                                                                              2









Effects of WWII and Cold War on Liberation
Name
Institution
Date


Effects of WWII and Cold War on Liberation
The Second World War and Cold War were the catalysts for independence among the countries, which were oppressed by the colonial rule. Many countries and the migrants in the USA gained independence after the Second World War, and few who remained under colonization had to wait till the end of the Cold War (Forlenza, 2017). Before the war, many countries were under British colonial rule, which was a superpower at the time. The involvement of colonized countries in both the Second World War and the Cold War influenced their desire for liberation and equality. Both the Second World War and Cold War exposed the Africans and people from other parts of the world, which were under colonization to ideas of liberation and equality in the following ways.
The European countries drafted men from colonized countries and the oppressed people around the world to fight for them (Limb, 2018). They fought and died alongside their European masters during the Second World War. When the world war ended, they believed that the time for liberation had come. Witnessing some of the European people die on the battlefield, they were no longer afraid of the Europeans since they realized they were not superior as they had thought. The war proved to the black people that the idea of racial superiority was just a misconception and that they were no better than them. These discoveries lead to demand for their rights and independence leading to nationalism and formation of civil rights groups.
In addition, during the Second World War, the participants gained fighting skills as they were properly trained in different skills of fighting (Craig & Logevall, 2020). Those who survived during the war came out strong and skilled; therefore, their confidence grew. Not only did the war improve military skills of those colonized, but it also fostered the sense of unity and desire for self-governance. While in the battle field, the black people were able to engage in constructive dialogue regarding their oppressed situation; therefore, they were able to share ideas. The soldiers from the colonized countries returned to their respective countries with a sense of purpose and determined to fight for their liberation.
Besides, the Second World War raised the political and civil right awareness among the colonized and the oppressed black people around the world as the war was anti-racist in nature (Limb, 2018). The black people and the African countries witnessed how the allied countries were determined to fight German and their racist regime. The war prompted them to also fight for liberation, leading to heightened political consciousness towards nationalist and civil right movements. The Cold war also contributed to liberation and equality amongst people of the USA and the world; the different countries aligned themselves to fight for a common goal. During the cold war, the Soviet Union and the USA sought allies in African and Asia for their support. This encouraged the countries which had not attained independence during the time to unite for their liberation and freedom.
Moreover, the colonized countries borrowed the use of propaganda by the USA during both the Cold War and the Second World War (Craig & Logevall, 2020). The USA used propaganda during the war to spread ideas, facts and allegations to damage their allies' image. The use of propaganda worked for the USA, and therefore was able to dominate in both the cold war and the Second World War. The success of propaganda prompted countries and different oppressed groups all over the world to unite against their oppressors and use psychological manipulation through propaganda. The use of propaganda led to increasing of allies and external support for a common goal for liberation and independence.
Although the Second World War and the cold war were bloody and destructive, they were critical in helping the oppressed to gain liberation and equality and ending of imperialism. The exposure of the colonized and the oppressed around the world was instrumental in that they acquired the skills and ideas which enabled them to fight for their liberation. Second World War and cold war can be perceived as the most important events in history for changing social and political situation around the globe.
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